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seems inevitable, but his dislike of Goethe becomes a Htde clearer
when one realizes how unsympathetic to the cerebral writer
must be such lines as the following from Faust:
Vom Eise befreit sind Strom und Bache
Durch des Frlihlings holden, belebenden Blick. . . ."
Mr. Spender, who is more fully aware of die German poetic
tradition than perhaps any other modern English poet, appreciates
the things in Goethe which those who read him in German can
appreciate, the lyrical magnificence of Faust, the hymns in free
rhythms (he has finely translated Das GottHche), the West-ostlicher
Divan, though a statement he makes about Goethe's poetic
development is surely in need of some qualification:" Goethe is a
writer who began with romantic inventions, and who at the end
of his life, in such poetry as the West-ostlicher Divan, revealed his
sense of the immediate reality of the outer world around him".
Mr. Spender points out how profoundly Joyce was influenced by
Faust. The last three-quarters of Ulysses, he says, is all in the
Walpurgisnacht mood, not only the dramatic section, where the
resemblance to the corresponding scene in Faust is obvious.
Joyce of course had a good knowledge of German, and, like
Mr. Spender too, had lived in a German-speaking country.
Contact with the language and the life of Germany seems to be
necessary for any Englishman to arrive at an appreciation of
Goethe at all resembling that of the Germans themselves. Trans-
lations are not enough, and a knowledge of German is unfor-
tunately not acquired in England by anything like the number
who learn English in Germany. That is one reason for the com-
parative neglect of Germany's national poet in this country. Yet
even if we could translate Goethe as Schlegel did Shakespeare, it
seems inconceivable, as we have suggested, that Goethe would
ever attain the universality of Shakespeare's appeal, for he does
not possess it in his own country. It is natural therefore that since
the establishment of German as a university subject the great bulk
of what has been written in English, about Goethe has been the
work of scholars specializing in the study of German literature,
but there have been valuable contributions from others too,
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